
November 11, 2009 
 
 
Dear IWC Commissioners 
of the Buenos Aires Group, 
 
The undersigned organizations wish to salute you and request the implementation of diplomatic actions 
against the slaughter of whales under the so-called “scientific whaling” operations.  
 
The civil society of Latin America is concerned about the scientific whaling operations that will be 
conducted from December onwards in the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary under the Japanese Research 
Whaling Program in the Antarctic (JARPA II).  
 
Under the framework of the complex negotiation process to define the future of the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC), the undertaking of whaling operations under special permit is an unacceptable 
mechanism of pressure that undermines the efforts to reach a successful agreement that would benefit 
the long term conservation of whale populations and the governance of the IWC.   
 
In this regard we share the view expressed by the Buenos Aires Group in November 2008, when the 
governments "emphasized the need that all the parties involved in the ongoing negotiation process should 
generate gestures to help create a political climate that benefit the negotiating process." [1] 
  
Unfortunately, from the beginning of the process, the Government of Japan has not provided any evidence 
that they will to stop or at least significantly reduce the so-called "scientific whaling” operations. In our 
view, this situation continues to generate a climate of polarization and distrust that delays advancement of 
the process and undermines the capacity of the IWC to reach agreements that represent the current 
interests of conservation and use of cetacean populations.  
 
Since the implementation of the moratorium on commercial whaling, the Japanese Government has 
captured more than eight thousand whales in the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary. Since the JARPA II 
program began in 2006, the annual whaling quota increased to almost half of all whales taken under 
special permits per year [2], reaching levels that are similar to the commercial whaling annual quota for the 
Antarctic minke whale before the implementation of the moratorium. In this sense, we share the vision of 
63 members of the Scientific Committee that in 2005 stated that this program goes "far beyond of the 
intention considered when Article VIII of the Convention was written." [3]  
 

Although the statutes of the IWC ban the killing of female whales with calves, during the last "scientific 
whaling” season in the Southern Ocean (2008/2009), Japan captured a total of 679 Antarctic minke 
whales of which 304 were females. Nearly 63% of these whales were pregnant and four females were 
nursing [4]. These calves may have been dependent on their mothers and therefore could have died after 
the capture of these specimens.  
 
Denounces made by civil organizations [5] also show that "scientific whaling' operations in the Southern 
Ocean have transgressed a number of laws related to safety at sea and the preservation of the marine 
environment. In November 2008, the Panama Maritime Authority de-flagged of the Japanese vessel 
Oriental Bluebird, because the crew engaged in activities that exceeded its patent and were contrary to 
the national and international policies of this nation.  
 
Additionally, operations of the Japanese whaling fleet in the Southern Ocean constitute a threat to the 
vulnerable Antarctic ecosystem. In 2007 the factory ship Nisshin Maru suffered a fire while being in the 
Southern Ocean waters. As a result, the ship drifted for thirteen days with over a thousand tons of fuel 
and chemicals in the vicinity of one of the largest colonies of Adelie penguins (Pygoscelis adeliae). By 
refusing assistance, the Government of Japan contravened the provisions of the Antarctic Treaty [6].  
 



Likewise, and considering that a recent research [7] reveals that "scientific whaling” operations are not 
economically viable and depend heavily on government subsidies, it is justifiable that the process of 
reform the IWC consider its elimination. 
  
In this regard, in 2007 the BAG "underlined what was expressed in the Declarations of Buenos Aires in 
2005 and 2006 to continue - jointly and coordinated – the follow up and rejection of commercial whaling 
activities and lethal scientific research [8].   
 
Consequently, the negotiation process to define the future of the IWC should not diminish the strong and 
permanent commitment that the Latin American and Southern Hemisphere countries have with the non 
lethal use of cetaceans, the continuity of the global moratorium on commercial whaling and the end of 
"scientific whaling” operations.  
 
In this context, the organizations adhered to this letter wish to call upon the governments that participate 
in the Buenos Aires Group to meet their commitments and lead diplomatic actions against the 
indiscriminate slaughter of whales that will take place from next December in the waters of the Southern 
Ocean Whale Sanctuary.  
 
Thank you for your kind attention, we look forward to a positive response of the request made by the civil 
society organizations working in Latin America.  
 
Kindest regards, 
 
 

Instituto de Conservación de 
Ballenas 

Roxana Schteinbarg 
icb@icb.org.ar 
Argentina 

 

Fundación Cethus 
Cecilia Gasparrou 

cecilia.gasparrou@cethus.org 
Argentina 

Fundación Patagonia Natural 
José María Musmeci 

Guillermo Caille 
jmusmeci@patagonianatural.org 

gcaille2003@yahoo.com.ar 
Argentina 

 
Centro de Conservación Cetacea 

José Truda Palazzo Jr. 
josepalazzo@gmail.com  

Brasil 
 

Instituto Baleia Jubarte 
Marcia Engel 

marcia.engel@baleiajubarte.org.br  
Brazil  

 

Projeto Baleia de Bryde/Centro 
de Estudios para a Conservação 

Marinha (CEMAR) 
Mabel Augustowski 
mabelaug@uol.com.br 

Brazil 
 

Centro de Conservación Cetacea 
Elsa Cabrera 

info@ccc-chile.org  
Chile 

Centro Ecoceanos 
Juan Carlos Cárdenas 

jcc@ecoceanos.cl 
Chile 

Observatorio Latinoamericano de 
Conflictos Ambientales (OLCA) 

Lucio Cuenca  
l.cuenca@olca.cl 

Chile 
 

Fundación Melimoyu 
Carlos Cuevas 

ccc.cuevas@gmail.com 
Chile 

Colectivo Cultural Juntos en 
Cartagena 

juntosencartagena@gmail.com 
Chile 

AnimaNaturalis 
Manuel López Segovia 

manuell@animanaturalis.org 
Chile 

 
Alianza por una Mejor Calidad de 

Vida/Red de Acción en 
Plaguicidas y sus Alternativas de 

Chile (RAP-Chile) 
María Elena Rozas 

rap-al@terra.cl 
Chile 

 

Centro de Investigación 
EUTROPIA 

María José Pérez A. 
contacto@eutropia.cl 

Chile 
 

Coalición para el Control Ético de 
la Fauna Urbana (CEFU) 

Alejandra Cassino 
cefu@ymail.com 

Chile 
 

 



[1] V Meeting of the Buenos Aires Group. Santo Domingo de Heredia, Costa  Rica. 10-13 november 2008.  
[2] Of all nations that have conducted whaling operations under special permit.  
[3] Report of the Standing Working Group on Scientific Permits. IWC/57 Scientific Committee Report. Annex O1. 
[4] Document SC/61/O3. Cruise Report of the Second Phase of the Japanese Whale Research Program under Special Permit in the Antarctic  
(JARPA II) in 2008/2009.    
[5] In 2008 Greenpeace y and the NGOs from Panama ASVEPA (Asociación Verde de Panamá), FSOCIAM  (Foro de la Sociedad Civil Ambiental) 
denounce the illegal operations of the vessel Oriental Bluebird. 
[6] Article 5(3)(a) of the annex regarding Responsability in Environmental Emergencies of the Antarctic Treaty establishes that when an event 
constitutes an environmental emergency and the impact to the environment is inminent, it is reasonable to take immediate actions.  
[7] Economics of subsidies to whaling. Report prepared in 2009 for WWF-UK and WDCS by Economics for the Environment Consultancy (eftec). 
[8] Declaration of the II Latin American Meeting on Cetacean Conservation of the Buenos Aires Group (December 4-5, 2007) 
 

 

Guardianes de la Naturaleza 
Miguel Hernández 

miguel@guardianesdelanaturaleza.org 
Colombia 

Fundación Natibo 
Juan Carlos Isaza 

juancarlos@natibo.org 
Colombia 

Fundación Yubarta 
Lilián Flórez- González 
yubarta@emcali.net.co 

fundacion.yubarta@gmail.com 
Colombia 

 
Fundación Promar  

Javier Rodriguez Fonseca 
javierrf2006@yahoo.com.ar 

Costa Rica 
 

The Leatherback Trust 
Aimee Leslie 

aimee_lb@yahoo.com  
Costa Rica 

 
 

Asociación Ambiental Vida 
Frank Garita 

frankgarita@gmail.com 
Costa Rica 

 
 

SELVA-Vida Sin Fronteras  
Mariana Almeida 
Lourens de Groot 

selvaeco@panchonet.net 
marvent@planet.nl 

Ecuador & Netherlands 
 

Equilibro Azul  
Felipe Vallejo 

felipe@equilibrioazul.org 
Ecuador 

Pacific Whale Foundation 
Gregory Kaufman 

Cristina Castro 
CristinaCastro@pacificwhale.org 

USA & Ecuador 
 

Asoc. De Biología Marina (ABIMA) 
Lucia Gutierrez 
abima@att.net  
Guatemala 

 

AnimaNaturalis 
 Dra. Leonora Esquivel Frías 

Info@AnimaNaturalis.org 
International 

 

Greenpeace Internacional 
Milko Schvartzman 

mmschvar@greenpeace.org 
International 

Sociedad Mundial para la 
Protección Animal 
Marcela Vargas 

mvargas@wspala.org 
Latinamerica 

 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation 
Society (WDCS) 

Vanesa Tossenberger 
Vanesa.tossenberger@wdcs.org 

Latinamerica 
 

Centro Mexicano de Derecho 
Ambiental, A.C. (CEMDA) 

 Samantha Namnum García 
samantha@cemda.org.mx  

Mexico 
 

Asociación por los Derechos  
de los Animales en Yucatán A.C. 

Rosario Sosa Parra  
ayudanimal_yuc@hotmail.com 

Mexico 

Jóvenes Ambientalistas  
Rafael Estrada 

restrada@jovenesambientalistas.org 
Nicaragua 

Comité Ballena Azul 
Yanina Luna 

yanina.luna@gmail.com 
Nicaragua 

Asociación Verde de Panamá 
(ASVEPA) 

Gabriel Despaigne 
gabrieldespaigne@yahoo.com.mx 

Panama 

Áreas Costeras y Recursos Marinos 
(ACOREMA) 

Mónica Echegaray 
Julio Reyes 

acoremabiodiverso@yahoo.com 
Peru 

Centro para la Conservación y 
Ecodesarrollo de Bahía Samana 

y su Entorno (CEBSE) 
Patricila Lamelas  

cebse@codetel.net.do 
Dominican Republic  

 
Fundacion Dominicana de Estudios 

Marinos 
Jose Malaret 

pepe_malaret@yahoo.com 
Dominican Republic  

 
 

Organización Conservación 
Cetáceos 

Rodrigo G. Píngaro 
rodrigo@occ.org.uy  

Uruguay 
 

Biomarina  
Neil J. Castro Guillén 
neilbiologo@gmail.com 

 Venezuela 

 Sociedad Ecológica Venezolana 
Vida Marina (Sea Vida) 

Auristela Villarroel 
Jaime Bolaños 

sea_vida@yahoo.es 
Venezuela 

 

 

 
 


